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OBSERVATION SCHEDULE 1 – LESS STRUCTURED 
 
Research Question: 
​Insert your research question here so that you can refer to it while you’re observing 
​​​ 
	Brief description of space, who is leading and activity: 
In as much detail as you have time for, describe the setting, space, number of students, teachers, year group, subject area etc 
 
 
 
Researcher to take photographs too. (include this is if it is part of your research methods) 

	Date  
	Name of Observer 

	Thick description of activity   
Use this column to describe in as much detail as possible what you can see a particular student or teacher doing. If you can hear what they say write this down in quote marks where you’ve captured it verbatim. Otherwise paraphrase in your own words.  
Decide how you’re going to structure your observation – e.g. if you have half an hour to observe, spend 10 minutes x 3 observing 3 different students in turn.  
Try not to observe the ‘whole class’ – this is pretty much impossible! Decide what your focus is in advance.  
	Observer memos (Interpretive/analytic thoughts in relation to the RQs or emergent ideas. Include questions arising etc to also e.g. inform later interviews etc). 
 

	Observation 1












	

	Observation 2
 
	 Observer memos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	Observation 3
 
 
 
	Observer memos 
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