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FOCUS GROUP SCHEDULE 
 
	Your research question: 
	 
 
 

	Practical reminders 
	Reminders to yourself or anyone else collecting data, for example:  
· Check recording device (e.g. phone, audio recorder) is working 
· Upload data to secure storage on day of data collection and delete from local device 
· Etc 
 

	Introduction to research 
	Key points to help you introduce your research, for example:  
· What the research is about 
· Reminder that the focus group is anonymous and individual responses are confidential 
· Check participants are happy to be recorded, check consents 
 
 

	Questions 
	· A series of 5-6 open-ended questions.  
· For each question, include a main question and some prompts that will help you to extend the answers if needed.  
· The schedule should be flexible: it is a guide rather than a script.  
· You can ask students to respond by speaking, drawing, using mapping exercises, or anything else that you think may help them to participate.   
· An example set of questions are included below 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

	Conclusion 
	Ask if students have anything else they would like to add, and thank them for participating. 
 


 
 


EXAMPLE COMPLETED FOCUS GROUP SCHEDULE  
This example was designed for a primary school group of 5 children aged 7-11 
 
	Research questions: 
	1. What creative skills are needed to be developed by Cornish students to become better prepared for a changing workforce?   
2. How do we best prepare teachers for teaching for creativity?  

	Focus Group Questions 

	Q1 
	What word/words spring to mind when you think about the idea ‘creativity’?  
Facilitator write them on stickies as they are suggested 
Facilitator prepare a large sheet of paper with the following graphic:  
[image: Dot Inside a Circle - Big Chi Theory] 
 
Put your stickies on the page with the ones you think are most important to creativity near the middle, and the ones you think are less important near the edge.  
Prompts: Facilitator to ask for any reasons why stickies are where they are. 

	Q2 
	Can you think of a time when you used your imagination at school?   
Prompts: for different subject areas, barriers/enablers for being imaginative, outside/inside 
 

	Q3 
	Can you think of an example of when you were being creative in school?  
Prompts: use creative skills list – not just imagination; if examples are all in one area (e.g. art), prompt for what kinds of activities in science/maths/humanities etc might be creative, what was particularly creative about the examples given? 
 

	Q4 
	What things do you do at school that help you to be creative?   
Prompts: how does that help you be creative / use creative skills list to help get examples. 
 

	Q5 
	Do you think that being creative will be helpful for you in the future in your job?  Prompt: Draw a picture of yourself in the future: are you doing anything that involves being creative?  Mark it on the picture.   



	Conclusion/ Q6 
	Is there anything else you would like to add to our discussion about creativity? 
Thank students for participating. 
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